George Kelly Elementary - Sixth Grade Handbook

*

2017-2018 School Year

	AERIES
	We ask that you establish an online parent account to access Aeries.Net Parent Portal, the district’s grading management system that is utilized by all of the sixth grade teachers.  By establishing an account, you will be able to monitor your child’s progress on a daily basis.  Visit the following website – https://sisweb.tusd.net/ParentPortal - and then stop by the George Kelly Elementary School office to obtain a password (if you have not accessed the system before).



	Absences
	It is unfortunate when students miss class; but at times, it does happen.  When a student misses class (absences/suspensions), he/she is responsible for getting all of the information missed (homework, notes, handouts).  You may call the office to request homework to avoid having your child fall behind when absent for several days.  The student is not excused from the work missed!  Students have the number of days they were absent to make up the missed work.  For example, if a student misses one day, he/she has one day to make up the work.  If a student is absent the day that a long term project is due, he/she must be sure the project comes to school on the due date.  He/she WILL NOT be given extra time to “make-up” an assignment when the due date has been known for many days or weeks prior.  Finally, please schedule doctor’s appointments and family vacations when school is not in session.


	Academics
	Reading:  We will use the Holt anthology and novel studies for whole class instruction and small, leveled group work.  For homework, all students will be required to read for at least 30 minutes each night. 

Writing:  We will incorporate writing in all subject areas to help prepare the students for the rigors of Common Core and Smarter Balance.  Examples of some of the genres we will study include summary, argumentative and research writing.
Spelling:  Monday we will introduce and focus on a new spelling and/or vocabulary lesson.  Individual activities will be assigned for that lesson throughout the week, while the final test for the lesson will be given on Friday.  Practicing spelling/vocabulary at home is extremely important.  Please spend some time studying every night.  

Math:   Students will focus on operations with integers, fractions, decimals and percents.  In addition, they will learn problem solving strategies, the difference between independent and dependent events, probability and graphing on a coordinate plane.
Science:  The focus of science will be earth science.  This includes plate tectonics, volcanoes, earthquakes, erosion, deposition, ecosystems and weather.  Due to our extremely limited budgets, we are asking for a $15.00 lab donation to cover the cost of the labs we do throughout the school year. Cash only, please. Hands-on learning is priceless! We appreciate your support.
Social Studies:  The focus of Social Studies will be Ancient Civilizations.  This includes Early Man, Mesopotamia, Egypt, Israel, India, China, Greece and Rome.  The Glencoe curriculum is used to make learning about Social Studies informational and exciting.



	 Contact Us
	As the Sixth Grade Team, we would like to thank you for taking the time to read all of this important information.  Again, if you have any questions now and/or in the future, please do not hesitate to ask.  The best way to reach us is via e-mail.  Our addresses are:
                                                                 elcontreras@tusd.net        
                                                                 www.mrscontrerasclass.weebly.com  
aquintana@tusd.net                                  rmahiddin@tusd.net 
www.quintanaclass.weebly.com              www.mahiddinclass.weebly.com  


	Donations
	Below is a list of items we need for our classroom.  Throughout the year, we will also be asking for items for various class projects.   If you are able to donate something, it is greatly appreciated.  Please bring the items to school whenever convenient for you.  Thank you!

CLASSROOM ITEMS
Kleenex (square and rectangular boxes)        Pencils

Photocopying paper (white and color)           Ball point pens (blue/black)

Binder paper                                                  White board pens

Colored poster board                                     Markers
Post-it Notes                                                  Colored pencils
Glue sticks                                                     Erasers
Chart paper                                                    Clorox Wipes
Spiral notebooks                                            Highlighters


	Field Trips
	We will attend Science Camp this year.  Students leave for camp on Monday, December 11th and will return on Friday, December 15th.  The total cost is $315.  
Mall “Math” Field Trip: The mall field trip will be in April.  We do not have a confirmed date as of yet, but we will be needing chaperones during the trip.  Students will be calculating percentages and discounts.  This is a great real life experience that students really enjoy and 


	Grading
	The breakdown for grades in math, writing, science and social studies works as follows:

Homework/Class work = 60%

· Includes project work in Reading, Writing, Social Studies

Tests/Quizzes = 40%

District Standards: In addition to letter grades, we also use a standards-based reporting system.  Students receive scores ranging from 1-4. A score of 1 represents a student below grade level standard, a score of 2 is approaching grade level standard, a score of 3 is at grade level standard and a score of 4 is above grade level standard.  Tracy Unified School District requires standards scores for reading, writing, spelling and speaking.
Missing/Late Assignments:  This is a topic we do not take lightly.  The number one reason for poor grades is the lack of completed homework and class work.  Each day, we will check homework.  If the work is not complete, the student will receive a zero for the assignment.  For each day absent students have equal days to make up missing work.  Teachers will not approach students to give work missed.  Students must check the agenda board, website, study buddy, etc. to get missed assignments.  They must also ask the teacher for a day/time to make up missed tests and quizzes.
No Name Assignments:  Students will receive a grade of zero if they turn in an assignment with no name.

Plagiarism:  Students that copy work that isn’t theirs and take credit for it will receive consequences for the cheating as stated in the Student Handbook.  Plagiarism includes copying printed texts, Internet sources and other students’ work.
Formal Progress Reports/Report Cards:  We will use the trimester system for report cards.  Because of the longer time period between report cards, a formal progress report will be sent home approximately six weeks into the trimester.

Agendas:  Students will keep an agenda for the entire year.  The purpose of the agenda is to write all class work, homework, projects and extra curricular activities in one place.  This is a wonderful organization tool.  It is also a great way for parents to keep track of what must be completed.  This year families purchase the agenda the classroom for $10.00 (cash only, please).  If the agenda is lost, there is a replacement fee.  IT IS IMPERATIVE FOR PARENTS TO LOOK AT THE AGENDA EVERY NIGHT, AS IT IS OUR MEANS OF COMMUNICATION DURING THE WEEK.  You may also write us notes in the agenda, if needed.



	Student

Guidelines
	Appreciations/No Put-Downs

Right to Pass/Right to Participate

Mutual Respect

Attentive Listening

When the above guidelines and Character Counts (respect, caring, responsibility, trustworthiness, citizenship and fairness) are not followed, please refer to the Student Handbook for consequences.  Positive responses to the guidelines above vary by classroom.
Discipline of the school is maintained primarily by the classroom teachers.  The authority of the teacher extends to what is just, proper and necessary for the welfare of the pupil, as well as the entire class.  No Kelly staff member will tolerate back talk or insults.  Profanity, racial, ethnic, or religious slurs or any kind of physical and/or violent threats will result in an immediate administrative referral to the office for appropriate action.

· 1ST INFRACTION – Verbal warning
· 2nd INFRACTION-  Name on board
· 3rd INFRACTION- 15 Min. detention after school
· 4th INFRACTION- 30 Min. detention after school and teacher referral. (Parent will be contacted). 
· 5th INFRACTION-  Administrative Referral – 1-hour detention after school with consequences from administration and/or teacher.  
*** Please refer to the George Kelly Student Handbook for more details.

  

	Supplies

Supplies Continued
	· 7 spiral notebooks                                                           Kleenex
· 2 folders                                                                          Binder Paper
· 2 glue sticks                                                                    Pencils
· Dry Erase markers                                                          Book Covers
· Highlighter markers                                                       Scissors
· Red pen                                                                          Crayons
· Markers (NOT permanent = NO Sharpies)
· Ball point pens (blue or black)
· Pencil sharpener with receptacle

· Colored pencils

· Eraser (both pencil and white board)

· 1 pencil box (regular sized…not too large)

· Agenda ($10.00 donation, cash only, please)

· Science Lab ($15.00 donation, cash only, please)
Note:  Please be sure to have a set of supplies at home and at school.  Additionally, when supplies run out please replace them in a timely fashion.  It’s a good idea to have a back up set ready to go at a moment’s notice.


	Tardies
	Excessive tardies are not acceptable.  The school bell rings at 8:15, and students line up.  School begins promptly at 8:20. Please do not be late (and please do not leave school early!).  A student may also receive a tardy if he/she is late to class during the school day.
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Please don’t forget to like us on the George Kelly PTO and George Kelly Facebook pages!

